
Open Access to Humanities Data
Tuesday 7th May 2013 | 5:30pm | Royal Irish Academy

The Digital Repository of Ireland cordially invites you to an 
Expert Panel Discussion on the challenges and opportunities 
of sharing online Humanities data, May 7, 2013

Speakers

Prof. Laurent Romary  Directeur de Recherche INRIA, guest scientist 
at Humboldt University Berlin, Director of DARIAH (European Digital 
Research Infrastructure for Arts & Humanities)

Catriona Crowe  Head of Special Projects at the National Archives of 
Ireland, and responsible for the release online of the digitized 1901 
and 1911 census.

Dr. Eucharia Meehan  Director of the Irish Research Council.

A lively panel discussion with time for audience engagement, followed 
directly by a wine and co�ee reception at the Academy.

Attendance is free, but please RSVP by May 1, 2013 to  c.ryan@ria.ie

For more information, please visit www.dri.ie EVENT 
HASHTAG
#OAdata



Open Access to Humanities Data
Chair: Dr. Sandra Collins, Director
Digital Repository of Ireland

Tuesday 7th May 2013, 5:30-7:00pm
Royal Irish Academy
19 Dawson St, Dublin 2

This event will include short presentations from our guest speakers, and a lively dialogue with the 
audience in a panel format, followed by a wine/co�ee reception that will allow for the dialogue to 
continue in a less formal setting.  

Data being made available online is growing at a rate of 50% per annum, and this includes data at 
the heart of the Humanities, -- data which forms a critical part of our cultural and social heritage. 

Topics include:
 •  Is it wise to openly share Humanities data
 •  What bene�ts accrue from open access to Humanities data for researchers, and for   
    citizens
 •  If this data is made available online for free, who is funding this free access
 •  Is open access to Humanities data sustainable?
 •  What sort of use and re-use is made of shared Humanities data
 •  What are the major challenges of sharing Humanities data

The Digital Repository of Ireland 
The Digital Repository of Ireland (DRI) is an interactive, trusted digital repository for social and cultural 
content held by Irish institutions. By providing a central internet access point and interactive multimedia 
tools, the DRI facilitates engagement with contemporary and historical data, allowing the public, students, 
and scholars to research Ireland’s cultural heritage and social life in ways never before possible. As a 
national digital infrastructure, the DRI is working with a wide range of institutional stakeholders to link 
together and preserve Ireland’s rich and varied humanities and social science data.

The DRI is also acting as a focal point for digital best practices by collaborating on the development of 
guidelines, and working to inform national policy on digital preservation and access. The DRI promotes 
awareness of the bene�ts of preservation and open access to data, while respecting the importance of 
ownership, copyright, intellectual property, privacy and con�dentiality. DRI has developed a lean reposito-
ry prototype, organised a major international 280-participant symposium, and published a national report 
with the �ndings from our nationwide programme of stakeholder interviews to determine the digital 
preservation and access practices in cultural institutions, libraries, higher education institutions and 
funding agencies. DRI seeks to share best practices with the community to enable cost savings and 
improved standards of preservation and access.

The DRI was launched in 2011, when it received funding from the Irish Government's PRTLI cycle 5 for 
€5.2M over four years. The Royal Irish Academy is the lead partner in the DRI consortium, which is also 
composed of the following partners: National University of Ireland Maynooth (NUIM), Trinity College 
Dublin (TCD), Dublin Institute of Technology (DIT), National University of Ireland Galway (NUIG), and 
National College of Art and Design (NCAD). The DRI Research Consortium are currently collaborating with a 
network of cultural, social, academic and industry partners, including the National Library of Ireland (NLI), 
the National Archives of Ireland (NAI) and RTÉ.

The Royal Irish Academy
The Royal Irish Academy/Acadamh Ríoga na hÉireann, founded in 1785, is Ireland’s academy for the 
sciences, humanities and social sciences. The Academy provides expert advice, manages research projects, 
publishes books and journals and sustains a library. Election to membership of the Academy is the highest 
academic honour in Ireland and the Academy has currently approximately 460 members. Members of the 
Academy have included William Rowan Hamilton, Ernest Walton and Erwin Schrodinger. Among its current 
members are Seamus Heaney, Frances Ruane, Mary Robinson and Luke O’Neill. Situated beside the 
Mansion House, the Academy regularly hosts lectures, discourses and master classes.


